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Mnlm bought a new gui but lie wore
It In his clothes slid used It thleOy In
the pastime ot shooting out the lights
or In picking off the heels from the
hoya boots while n stag dance was In
progress In Hlavln s But In Stone-
walls presence Idaho was a most cor
met citizen Stonewall ho could under
stand and appreciate lie was 0 feet 3-

anti had an eye of unpleasant iienctra
lion llut this new feeling In tho com
munity for respectability he could net ¬

ther understand nor endure The league
became the object of his Indignant
aversion and tbo league men of his
contempt Ho had many sympathizers
and frequent were the assaults upon
the newly born sobriety of Hilly Ilreen

I mail others of the league but Cleordlcs
watchful care and Sirs mavoes steady
Influence together with the loyal co
operation of the league men kept lillly
safe so far Nixon too wits a marked
man It may bo that be carried him-

self with unnecessary JaunUncss to-
ward 8lavln and Idaho saluting the
former with Awful dry weather eh
Hlnvlnr and the latter with Hello
old sportl Hows tlmesf causing them
to swear deeply and as It turned out
to do more than wear

Hut on tho whole the antlleague
meo were In favor of A respectable
boll and most of the league men deter-
mined to show their appreciation of
the concession of the committee to the
principles of the league In tho Impor-
tant matter of refreshments by attend
ing In force-

Nixon would not go However jaun-
tily he might talk be could not trust
himself aa be said where whisky was
flowing for It got Into his nose like a
fishhook Into a salmon He was from
Nova Smile For like reason Vernon
Winton the young Oxford follow
would not go When they chaffed his
lips grew n little thinner and the color
deepened In hIs handsome face but he
went on his way Ocordle despised the
halo hypothlck aa a daft ploy and

tho spending of f5 upon a ticket he
considered a slnfu waste o gutd sit
ler and be warned Hilly against
coontcnaneln1 any sic rcdeeklut non-

sense
Hut no one expected Rllly to go al

though In the last two months he bad
done wonders for him personalI appear-
ance and for his position In the social
scale as well They all knew what a
fight he was making and esteemed him
accordingly How well I remember the
pleased pride In his face when he told
me In tho afternoon of the committees
urgent request that be should join tUc
orchestra with life cello It was not
simply that life cello was his joy and
pride but he felt It to be a recognition
of his return to respectability

I have often wondered bow things
combine at times to a mans destruc
tion

Had Mr Craig not been away at the
landing that week limit Oeordlc not
lwcn on the night shift had Mrs Ma
vor not bwi so occupied with the rare
of her Pick child It may be Hilly might
have been snve l life fall

The anticipation of the ball stirred
mack Hock and the camps with n thrill
of expectant delight Nowadaya when
I find myself forced to leave my quiet
moke In my studio after dinner at the
call of some social engagement which
I have failed to elude I groan at ray
hard lot and I wonder as I look back
and remember the pleasurable antici
potion with which I viewed the ap-
proaching ball Hut I do not wonder
now any moro than I did then nt the
eager delight of the men who for raven
days In the week swung their picks up
In the dark bmmts of the mines or who
chopped and sawed among tho solitary
allenem of the great forests Any break
In the long and weary monotony was
wclcomn What mattered the cost or
consequence To the rudest and least
cultured of them the sameness of the
life must have been hard to bear but
what It was to men who had seen life
In Its most cultured and attractive
forma I fall to Imagine From the mine
black and foul to the shack bare
cheerless Good sometimes hideously re-

pulsive
¬

life swung In heart grinding
monotony till the longing for a big
drink or some other big break be-
came too great to ticar

It was well on toward evening when
Bandys four homo team with a load
of men from the woods came swing
ing round the curves of the mountain
road and down the street A say
crowd they were with their bright
Iron faos and hearty voices and
In ten minutes tho whole street win-
ed

¬

alive with lumbermen they had
a faculty of spreading themselves so
After night fell the miners came down
done up slick for this was a great

occasion and they must be up to It
The manager appeared Jn evening
dress but this was voted too giddyI
by the majority

Aa Graeme and I passed up to the
Back Hock hotel In the large store
room of which the ball was to be hold
wo met old roan Nelson looking very
grove I

Going Nelson arent youV1 I said t

Yes bo answered slowly Ill
drop In though I dont like the looks
of things much

Whats the matter Nelson asked I

Oracma cheerily Tbcrci no funeral
n11 I

=raUP11a2i4i replied Nelson 2mII

I wlilTXIr Craig werti athdine And
then ho added Theres Idaho and
Htavln together and you may bet the
devil Isnt far off1

Hut draema laughed at his suspicion
and we passed on The orchestra was
tuning up There were two violins a
concertina and tho cello Billy IJrecn
was lovingly Dngcrlng his Instrument
now and then Indulging himself In a
little snatch of some air that came to
him out of his happier past He look
ed Perfectly delighted and ai I paused
to listen he gave moo proud glance out
of life deep little bluo eyes and went
on playing softly to himself Present-
lyI Shaw came along

Thats good Billy11 be called out
Youve got the trick yet I see
Hut Hilly only nodded and went on

playingWheres
Nixon T I asked

Gono to bc dlIOld Shaw and I am
glad of It He finds that the safest
place on pay day afternoon The boys
dont bother him there

The dancing room was lined on two
sides with beer barrels and whisky
kegs At one end the orchestra sat at
the other was a table with refresh
ments where the soft drinks might be
bad Those who wanted anything else
might pass through a short passage
Into the bar just behind

This was evidently a superior kind of
MIL for the men kept on their coats
and went through the various figures
with faces of unnatural solemnity but
the strain upon their feelings was quite
apparent and It became a question
bow long It could be maintained As
the trips through the passageway be-

came more frequent the dancing grew
In vigor and hilarity until by the time
supper was announced the stiffness
bad sufficiently vanished to give no
further anxiety to the committee

Hut the commIttee had other cause
ror concern Inasmuch as after supper
certain of the miners appeared with
Lhelr coats off and proceeded to knock
the knotaout of the floor In break-
down dances of extraordinary energy
These however were beguiled Into the
liarroom and fllTed upTl for wifely for
the committee were determined llwt
the respectability of the ball should b
preserved to the end Their rcputaflcn
was at stake not In Black Hock only
but at the Landing as well from which
most of the ladles had come and to bn
shamed In the presence of the Landing
people could not be borne Their dIm
culties seemed to be Increasing for nt
this point something seemed to go
wrong with the orchestra The cello
appeared to be wandering aimlessly uppickIngand then dropping It As Hilly saw me
approaching he drew himself up with
great solemnity gravely winked at me
unit said

Shllpped a cog Mlstber Connor
Moeu hunforlunate Heauchtful bin
strument but shllps a tOg Mosh bun
fortunate

And he wagged his little head sagely
playing all the while for dear life now
second and now lead

Poor Hilly I pitied him but Ieagerface
the league ties made and of the bright
voice that said YoullI sign with me
jimyr and It seemed to me a cruel
deed to make him lose his grip ctf life
and hope for this Is what the pledge
meant to himawaytoshouting In the direction of the bar
followed by trampling and scuffling ol
feet In the passageway Suddenly a
man burst through crying

Let me go Stand backl I know
what Im aboutr-

It was Nixon dressed In hIs best
black clothes blue shirt red tie look
Ing handsome enough but half drunk
and wildly excited The Highland
Fling competition was on at the mo-

ment
¬

and Angus Campbell Laehlans
brother wai representing the lumber
camps In the contest Nixon looked on
approvingly for a few moments Then
with a quick movement he seized the
little highlander swung him In his
powerful arms clean off the floor and
deposited him gently upon a beer bar¬

rel Then he stepped Into the center of
the room bowed to the judges nnd be-
gan a sailors hornpipe

Tbo committee were perplexed but
after deliberation they decided to hu
mor the new competitor especially as
they knew that Nixon with whisky In
him was unpleasant to cross

Lightly and gracefully be went
through Ill steps the men crowding In
from the bar to admire for Nixon
was famed for his hornpipe Hut when
after tbo hornpipe ho proceeded to ex
ecute n dog dance garnished with
acrobatic feats the committee Inter
fered There were cries of 1ut him
outr anti Let him atone Go on Nix
Car And Nixon burled back Into the
crowd two of tho committee who had
Ilaid remonstrating baud upon him
and standing In the open center cried
out scornfullyI I

Put me out Put mo out Certainly
Help yourselves Dont mind mer
Thou grinding his teeth so that I
word them across the room ho added
with savage deliberation It any mant
lays a linger on me 111111 cut hIs
IIllva MidiJl

no stood for a few moments glaring
round upon tho company and then
strode toward tbo bar followed by the
crowd wildly yelling The bell was
forthwith broken up I looked around
for Hilly but he was nowhere to ho
seen Groeme touched my arm

Theres going to be something of ft

time to just keep your tjeu ekuiUtW
be said

What are you going to doT I asked
Do Keep myself beautifully out of

trouble he replied
In a few moments the crowd come

surging back headed by Nixon who
was waving a whisky bottle over his
head and yelling as one possessed

Hello exclaimed Grnemo softly
I begin to see Look thcrol-

Whats up I asked
You see Idaho and Blavln and their

pets he replied Theyve got poor
Sfim In tow Idaho Is rather nasty
be added but I think Ill take n hand
In this game Ive seen some ot Idahos
work before

The scene was one quite strange to
me and was wild beyond description
A hundred men filled the room Battles
were paused from hand to hand and
men drank their nil Behind the re-

freshment tables stood the hotel man
and his barkeeper with their coats off
and sleeves rolled up to the shoulder
passing out bottles and drawing beer
and whisky from two kegs hoisted up
for that purpose Nixon was In his glo-

ry It was big night Every man was
to get drunk at his expense he pro ¬

claimed Hinging down bills upon the
table Near him wero some league men
he was treating liberally and never far
away wero Idaho and Slavln passing
bottles but evidently drinking little

I followed Graeme not feeling too
comfortable for this sort of thing was
new to me but admiring the cool as
surance with which he made his way
through the crowd that swayed unit
yelled and swore and laughed In a
most disconcerting manner

Hello shouted Nixon as ho caught
sight of Graeme Here you arer
passing him a bottle Youre a
knocker a double handed front door
knocker You polished off old whisky
toak here old demijohn pointing to
Blavln and Ill lay five to one wo
ran lick any blankety blank thieves In
Joe IT wd And be held up a roll of

n1 Oraemo proposed that he should
give the hornpipe again and tho floor
was cleared at once for Nlxona horn-
pipe

¬

was very popular and tonight of
course Will la high favor In the midst
of his dance Nixon stopped abort his
anna cropped to his olden his faca
bad a look of fear of horror

There before him In his riding cloak
and boots with his whip In big hand
as he had come from his ride stood
Mr Craig Ills face was pallid and
his dark eyes were blazing with fierce
light As Nixon stopped Craig step-
ped

¬

forward to him and sweeping
his eyes round upon the circle be said
la tones Intense with scorn

You cowards You get a man
where hes weak Cowards Youd
damn his soul for his money

There was a dead silence and Craig
lifting his hat said solemnly

May God forgive you this nights
workrThen

turning to Nixon and throwing
his arm over his shoulder he soft In
a voice broken and husky

Come on Nixon Well gor
Idaho made a motion as If to stop

him but Graeme stepped quickly for
ward and said sharply Make Way
there cant your and the crowd fell
back and we four passed through
Nixon walking as In a dream with
Craigs arm about him Down the
street we went In silence and onto
Craigs shack where wo found old
man Nelson with the fire blazing and
strong coffee steaming on tho stove It
was he that bad told Craig on his nr
rIval from the Lending of Nixons

fallThere was nothing of reproach but
only gentlest pity In touc and touch 01
Craig placed the holt drunk lazed
man In his easy chair took off his
boots brought him his own slippers I

and gave him coffee Then as his stu-
por began to overcome him Craig put
him In his own bed and came forth-
with a face written over with grief

Dont mind old chap said Graeme
kindly

But Craig looked at him without a
word and throwing himself Into a
chair put his face In his bands As we
sat there In silence the door was sud
denly pushed open and In walked Abe
Baker with tbo words Where Is Nix
onT and we told him where be was
We were still talking when again a tap
came to the door and Shaw came In
looking much disturbed

Did you hear about Nixonr be ask
ed We told him what we knew

But did you bear bow they got
him t he asked excitedly-

As
I

he told us the tale the men stood
listening with faces growing bard

It appeared that after the making of
the league the Black Rock hotel man
had bet Idaho a hundred to fifty that
Nixon could not be got to drink before
Easter All Idahos schemes had failed
and now be bad only three days In
which to win big money and the ball
Was his last chance Here again be
was balked for Nixon resisting all en
treaties barred his shack door and
went to bed before nightfall according
to his Invariable custom on pay days
At midnight some ot Idahos men came
buttering at the door for admission
which Nixon reluctantly granted For
halt an hour they used every art of
persuasion to Induce him to go down
to the ball the glorious success of
which was glowingly depleted but
Nixon remained Immovable and they
took their departure baffled and cu-

Ing In two hours they returned drunk
enough to be dangerous kicked at the
door In vain finally gained entrance
through the window hauled Nixon out
of lIed and holding a glass of whisky
a his lips bid him drink but he knock

cd the glass away spilling the liquor
over himself and the bed-

9UflfDLsVIIt wan drink NlTnn win I

ready to fight but litter n parley they
had a drink all round and fell to per
suasion again The night was cold and
poor Nixon sat shivering on the edge of
his bed It bp would take one drink
they would leave him aloue Ho need

whiskyfunics
woojQt tlieisi on Miivly that
better than fighting and killing
one or getting killed He III

yielded drunk his glass They
about him nmlnhlr drinking Cold InuljIng him as a flue fellow after all j

more glass before they left then
rose dressed himself drank all
was left of the bottle put his NixonI I

film pocket and came down
dance wild with his old time madness
reckless of faith and pledge forgetful
of home wife babies big whole being
absorbed In one great passlou to drlnl
and drink and drink till be could drlnl

moreBefore
Shaw had finished his tale

Craigs eyes were streaming with tears
and groans ot rage and pity broko nl
tcrnstcly from him

Abe remained speechless for a time
not trusting himself but as he heard
Craig groan Ob the beasts the
fiends be seemed encouraged to let
himself loose and he began swearing
with the coolest and most bloodcurdlir
deliberationCraig

with evident approval
apparently finding complete satlsfac
lion In Abes performance when and
denly he seemed to waken up caught
Abe by the arm and said In a horror
stricken voice

Stop Stopl God forgive net We
must not swear like this

Abe stopped at once and In a sur
prised and slightly grieved voice said

Why whats the matter with that
Aint that what you wonted

Yes yes God forgive met I am
afraid It was he answered hurriedly

but I must not
Oh dont you worry went on Abe

cheerfully Ill look after that part
And anyway aint they the blankest
blanket blank going off again Into
n roll of curses till Craig In an agony
at entreaty succeeded In arresting the
flow ot profanity possible to no one
but n mountain stage driver Abe
paused looking hurt and asked If they
did not deserve everything be was call ¬

ing down upon them
Yes yes urged Craig but that Is

not our business
I

Well so I reckoned replied Abe
recognizing the limitations the cloth

You aint used to It and you cant
expected to do It but It Jut makes beII
feel goudlet out of school like
properly do cm up the blank blank
And off be went again It was on >

under the pressure of Mr Craigs pry
ers and commands that bo finally
agreed to bold In though Its tough

Whats to be done asked Show
Nothing answered Craig bitterly

He was exhausted with his long ride
from the Landing and broken with bit-
ter disappointment over the ruin of all
that ho had labored so long to accom
plish

Nonsense said Graeme Theres-
a good deal to do

It was agreed that Craig should re-
main with Nixon while the others of
us should gather up what fragments
we could find of the broken league
We had just opened the door when we
met a man striding up at a great pace
It was Ueordlc Crawford

Illao ye seen the lad f was his salu
tationNoone replied so I told Geordle ot
my last sight of Billy In the orchestra

An did ye no gang Offer him T bo
asked In Indignant surprise adding
with some contempt Mon but yoro a
feckless huddle

Hilly gone too said Show They
might have let Hilly alone

Poor Craig stood In dumb agony
Billys fall seemed more than be could
bear We went out leaving him heart
broken amid the ruins of his league

I

CHAPTER IX
TUB LEAGUES nCYESOE

FAQ we stood outside ot
shack In the dimIB CraIgII

could not bldo from
that we were beaten

not so much grief sa a blind fury thatI
filled my heart and looking at the
faces of the men about me I read the
same feeling there But what could
we do Tho yells of carousing miners
down at Slavtns told us that nothing
could bo dune with them that night
To be so utterly beaten and unfairly
and with no chance of revenge was
maddenIngId

to get back at lem11 said
Abe carefully repressing himself

Ive got It men said Graeme sud
denly This town does not require
all the whisky there Is In It And he
unfolded his plan It was to gain pos
session of Blavln a saloon and the bar
of tbo Black Rock hotel and clear out
all tho liquor to be found In both these
places I did not much like the Idea
but Geordle said Im gaen alfter the 1

lad Ill has naethln tao dao wl
Its no that easy an Ita a slyful
waste

it But Abe was wild to try It and
Show was quite willing while old Nel-

son sternly approved
Nelson you and Shaw get a couple

of our men and attend to tho saloon
Slavln and the whole gang are np at
the Black Hock so you wont have
much trouble but come to us as soon
as you can

And so we went our ways
Then followed a scene the like of

which I can never hope to see again
and It was worth a mans seeing but
there were times that night when I

wished I had not agreed to follow
Graeme In his plot

As wo went up to the hotel I asked
Graeme
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